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MESSIANIC PROPHECY. 

By President W. G. Ballantine, D. D., 
Oberlin, Ohio. 

Messianic Prophecy may be denned to be all prophecy that 
refers, whether more or less distinctly, to the coming of 
Christ, to his work of salvation, or to the growth and con- 
summation of his kingdom. 

Broadly viewed, the whole Old Testament is Messianic ; 
as the whole history of the Hebrew people was but a prepa- 
ration for the incarnation. The Old Testament is the 
product of the prophetic spirit ; and ' ' the testimony of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy." 

Hebrew history was not naturally evolved from the inher- 
ent promise and potency of the Semitic genius. The Jews 
as a nation always resisted the Holy Ghost. Nevertheless 
their history was so shaped by divine patience that every 
portion of it was pedagogic and designed to lead to Christ. 
From Genesis to Malachi the single aim of the Old Testa- 
ment was to impress upon the national mind the need and the 
nature of the Saviour and the certainty of his coming. Gen- 
esis, after the briefest possible account of the creation of the 
world and man, hastens to the theme of sin and promised 
salvation ; Malachi closes with the same burden — the curse 
for wickedness and the Sun of righteousness. Between the 
two nothing is included but what has some relevance to man's 
ruin and the unfolding of God's purposes of grace. The 
unity of the Old Testament is in Christ. He is the fulfilment 
of its longings, the solution of its enigmas, the goal of its 
struggles. 

This view was that of Christ and his apostles. They as- 
sumed from the start, not that the Old Testament contained 
some things predictive of him, but that he was the theme of 
all. "We have found," said Philip to Nathanael, "Him of 
whom Moses in the law, and the prophets did write, Jesus of 
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Nazareth, the Son of Joseph." Jesus said to the Jews, " If 
ye believed Moses ye would believe me ; for he wrote of me." 
On the way to Emmaus ' ' beginning from Moses and from all 
the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself." And later, on the same even- 
ing, to the assembled apostles he said, ' ' These are my words 
which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, how that 
all things must needs be fulfilled, which are written in the 
law of Moses, and in the prophets, and the Psalms, concern- 
ing me." Then opened he their mind to understand the 
Scriptures ; and he said unto them, " Thus it is written, that 
the Christ should suffer, and rise again from the dead the 
third day ; and that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name unto all the nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem." 

In accordance with this we find the New Testament 
abounding in Messianic applications of passages in the Old. 
In many instances these passages have so little to suggest a 
Messianic reference where found in situ, that a large number 
of critics are startled into the admission that the application 
shows rather the ignorance, than the insight of the New 
Testament writer. But Hebrew history has no significance 
except as a preparation for Christ. All its persons, inci- 
dents and utterances are in a sense Messianic. Every brave 
leader, like Joshua, became a type of the great ' ' Captain of 
our salvation ; " every prophet a type of the "Teacher come 
from God;" every sufferer, like Job or Jeremiah, a type of 
" the Man of sorrows " every victorious king, like David, a 
type of "the King of glory." Whatever was sublime in 
pain or in triumph was immortalized in literature only that it 
might be ready to interpret the life of Immanuel. 

Admitting all this, we yet often find it convenient to use 
the name Messianic Prophecy in a more restricted sense as 
indicating those passages which more particularly and dis- 
tinctly refer to Jesus Christ.* Such predictions may be 
classified as (1) typical or (2) univocal. 

* A useful table showing the Messianic use of the Old Testament in the New 
may be found on one large folded sheet in Stanton's "Jewish and Christian 

Messiah." 
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1 . In a typical prediction the inspired speaker seems to 
begin to speak in view of his local situation and temporary 
environment; but as he proceeds his imagination advances 
from the near small and imperfect reality to the distant 
sublime and perfect ideal. The language takes on a corre- 
sponding grandeur. It is like a dissolving view where one 
picture fades while a similar but unspeakably nobler one 
starts into distinctness. We were looking just now at David 
or at Zerubbabel or at personified Israel, but here is a figure 
superhuman in proportions and divine in its beauty. In such 
passages it is easy for a superficial acuteness to prove by the 
ordinary rules of interpretation that only David or Zerubba- 
bel or Israel was ever meant. Nevertheless the impression 
of the heavenly vision remains on the sympathetic and recep- 
tive mind uneffaced. 

The twenty-second Psalm illustrates this class. Doubtless 
it is the genuine cry of some pious sufferer among the 
ancient Jews. "But," as Perowne has said, "we must not 
narrow the application of the Psalm to the circumstances of 
the original sufferer. It has evidently a far higher reference. 
It looks forward to Christ He who thus suf- 
fered and prayed and hoped in the land of his captivity 
might have seen by the eye of faith that another, far mightier 
than he, must also suffer, and be set at naught of the heathen 
and rejected of men, that through him salvation might come 

to the Gentiles Thus the history of Israel 

was fashioned to be typical of the history of redemption, as 
well as that of the individual Israelite to be typical of Christ." 

2. In the univocal Messianic Prophecies there never was 
but one reference. By a more complete illumination the 
prophet was enabled to see the future in its unique and 
unexampled distinctness ; or by a more completely overmas- 
tering afflatus spoke words of enigmatic import which 
remained to be interpreted only in the light of history. The 
sixteenth and one hundred and tenth Psalms afford striking 
examples. Of the former we have the inspired interpreta- 
tions of Peter in his sermon at Jerusalem on the day of 
Pentecost, and of Paul in his sermon at Antioch in Pisidia. 
According to these apostles, David did not refer to himself at 
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all when he said, " Thou wilt not suffer thine holy one to see 
corruption." It was not true of him that "his flesh saw no 
corruption;" the reverse was true. The passage was not 
typically Messianic but univocally so. David, "being a 
prophet," and "foreseeing," "spake of the resurrection of 
the Christ." 

The one hundred and tenth Psalm is professedly an oracle — 
a communication from Jehovah to David's Lord. No Hebrew 
king was ever in any sense David's lord or a priest after the 
order of Melchisedek. The reference is to Jesus primarily 
and only. 

We are inclined to place here that most mysterious of all 
the Messianic prophecies, the prediction of Immanuel in the 
seventh of Isaiah. King Ahaz in his stupid and incurious 
unbelief stands as the representative of gross-hearted Israel 
in all time. He refuses to ask a sign. At this the prophet 
forgetting the insignificant personality of the king, sweeps 
into the vast of history and points to the one supreme sign of 
the ages — the incarnation. The only point of contact re- 
tained with the fortunes of Ahaz is the measure of length 
afforded by the space between the child's birth and intel- 
ligence. 

The Old Testament throbs with hope ; its expectant eyes 
watch for the sunrise. But still all is in " divers portions 
and in divers manners." Nowhere is a key furnished or a 
suggestion made whereby to unify the apparently incompat- 
ible and mutually exclusive elements. Of the more prominent 
expectations we may mention the following: — 

1 . Undefined Promises of Future Blessing. Here belongs 
the first of all — the so-called Protevangelium — the promise in 
Eden (Gen. 3: 15). 

2. The coming Prophet (Deut. 18:15, 18). This is 
doubtless general and refers to the whole prophetic order. 
Yet Jesus alone perfectly fulfils the ideal of a prophet. 

3. The Davidic King. There are many such passages. 
Psalm 1 10 has been already referred to. This king is to be 
the especially anointed of Jehovah, and is to sit at his right 
hand. His dominion is to be universal and everlasting. 
Righteousness characterizes him, peace attends him, he 
triumphs even over death. 
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4. The Royal Priest. Upon this we have already re- 
marked. 

5. The Suffering Servant. In the last twenty-seven 
chapters of the book of Isaiah we have a continuous prophecy 
which furnishes, as no other portion of the Old Testament, a 
complete system of theology. It is to the Old Testament 
what the epistle to the Romans is to the New. Salvation is 
here forejtold through a "Servant of Jehovah" who is to 
bear the sins of men, pour out his soul unto death, and make 
his grave with the wicked. 

6. "One like a Son of Man, coming in the clouds of 
heaven." (Dan. 7: 13, 14). 

7. The Advent of Jehovah. We quote from Prof. E. L. 
Curtis (Pres. Rev. Oct. 1885): " This line of prophecy . . 

. . runs parallel to that of the human redeemer. They 
have this in common, that the Messiah is often presented as 
an instrument of Jehovah in future redemption. But they 

never merge in the Old Testament If one 

then would find an argument from prophecy for the deity of 
Christ, let him study that line which proclaims future re- 
demption through Jehovah. Let him see, to borrow a 
beautiful figure from Delitzsch, how in the night of the Old 
Testament there arise in opposite directions two stars of 
promise; the one descending from above downward, the 
promise of Jehovah who is about to come ; the other ascend- 
ing from below upward, resting in the seed of David, the 
promise of his son. These two stars meet at last so as to 
form only one; the bright and the morning star Jesus 
Christ, Jehovah and David's son in one person — Son of Man 
and Son of God." 

No effort of human imagination could combine, before the 
advent, these contrarieties into one harmonious picture. But 
now reading the simple story of the Evangelists we see them 
all united so simply, beautifully and indeed necessarily, that 
with Nathanael we adoringly exclaim: " Rabbi, thou art the 
Son of God; thou art the King of Israel," 



